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CASE OF ENTIRE DESTRUCTION OF THE RIGHT LUNG. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—The history of the following case is not reported for the purpose 
of deducing from it any practical or therapeutical indications, nor as being 
entirely unique ; but as it is the addition of one to a class, of which there 
are but few on record, it may be interesting in a physiological and 
pathological view—certainly, as an extraordinary instance of the great 
length to which life may be protracted, and comparative health enjoyed, — 
after total destruction, upon one side, of an important vital organ. It is 
submitted to your discretion ; if you deem it of sufficient interest to pre- 
sent to the readers of your valuable Journal, it is at your service. 
Witt1am Workman, M.D.. 


Shrewsbury, Dec. 26th, 1834. 


James B. Swain, native of Halifax, Vt. atthe age of 4 years had a 
severe attack of lung fever, from which, in two or three weeks, he had 
partially recovered, when from slight exposure to cold he suffered an 
exacerbation of the symptoms, and became speedily reduced to a state 
of extreme debility. The disease then assumed the chronic form, much 
wasting of flesh ensued, and such relaxation of the muscles and ligaments, 
“that the joints seemed to separate when he was moved.” Remained 
in this state of debility and relaxation about three years, when he began 
to mend, and gradually recovered a tolerable degree of health in the 
course of two years more. From ten to twenty-one years of age, he 
was able to labor constantly and to considerable amount upon a farm, 
pe he never grew nearly to the size of the other members of his 
amily, 

When about 19 years old, he began to suffer from pain in the right 
shoulder and side, which was at times very severe, attended with sensa- | 
tion of fullness and great difficulty of breathing. After the lapse of some 
months, a small tumor was discovered pushing out between the ribs of 
the right side. A physician was now consulted, who advised pressure to 
the tumor, and a swathe was accordingly applied tightly round the tho- 
rax, which, though attended by some unpleasant symptoms, was con- 
stantly worn for more than a year. ‘The tumor steadily increased, not- 
withstanding the pressure of the lacing. —_, 

bout two years after this attack, in the spring of 1820, he experienc- 
ed, while ploughing in the field, some unusual sensations in the side, 
which induced him to go to the house to examine the cause ; and on re- 
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moving the swathe, in his bed-chamber,* the tumor immediaiely burst— 
the matter gushed out with great force, and flowed in pleno rivo, till it had 
discharged, as he judged, more than a gallon, when he became faint and 
alarmed, and called the family to his assistance. The matter was ropy, 
of the consistence of thick soap, and though it must have been pent up 
many months within the side, it was destitute of any fetid odor. Faint- 
ness continued two or three days, and copious discharge from the side 
for several weeks, with great exhaustion of the vital powers, hectic fe- 
ver, night sweats and much emaciation. Though prostrated for a time, 
his natural vigor and elasticity of constitution were not destroyed ; the 
discharge, after a few weeks, gradually diminished, and in about a year 
he had so far recovered his health as to be able to learn the shoemaker’s 
trade, at which, for several years afterwards, he could perform the labor 
of an able-bodied man—a fistulous opening still remaining in the side, 
which discharged daily from two to four ounces of purulent matter. 

The above is, briefly, the early history of the case as related to me 
by the patient some time previous to his death, and it has since been 
corroborated by an older member of the family. 

Mr. S. removed to this town in 1826. He has here enjoyed such a 
measure of health as to be able to carry on the shoemaking business 
pretty extensively. For the last eighteen months, however, his strength 
has ,declined, so that he could perform no part of the labor himself, 
though he was not confined io the house till the day he died. He con- 
stantly wore a tent in the side, which was withdrawn daily to discharge 
the matter that had accumulated. He has been able for several years, 
after withdrawing the tent, to blow out the inspired air through the aper- 
ture with sufficient force to extinguish a candle. His health for the last 
eight years has been pretty uniform ; has suffered occasionally from sea- 
son complaints, but not in a severe degree. Respiration was hurried 
and somewhat difficult after violent muscular exertion. Latterly, this 
symptom has been induced by slight exertion. Has been subject to 
cough, sometimes slight, sometimes aggravated, with more or less expec- 
toration of matter exactly resembling that discharged from the side. 
Has occasionally suffered from slight hepatic derangement, but could not 
bear the least quantity of mercury without its producing ptyalism, from 
which he suffered severely in the early stage of his disease, from having 
a solution of corrosive sublimate injected into the thorax. During the 
last year has been troubled with palpitation and ‘rushing of blood to 
& head.” No irregularity of pulse was noticed till a few days before 

eath. 

No material change of symptoms occurred at any time ; the powers of 
the constitution wasted away slowly and imperceptibly, apparently suf- 
fering from curtailment of function in a vital organ so essential to animal 


* Several facts in the history of this case so nearly resemble those in the case of W. C. of Halifax, 
Vt. reported by Dr. J. A. Allen in the 8th Vol. of the Journal, page 298 et seq., that I am induced to 
believe it to be the same. J.B.S. was of the same opinion. He stated to me, that he was carried by 
his attending physician, Dr. Smith, of H., to Brattleborough, to consult Dr. A. in June, 1819 or 20 
(he thought the latter), immediately after the empyematic stage of his disease ; also, that the discharge 
of a gallon of pus from the side took place, not ‘‘ while engaged in washing sheep, and when actu 
standing in the water,” but the day after he had performed that labor, and as above stated—and fur- 
ther, ‘that he addressed a letter,” by request, to Dr. A., informing the Dr. of his health, some 
“ os og four years afterwards,’ from Concord, Mass. where he then labored ‘at the shoemaker’s 
trade. 
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ness. Left ventricle was atrophied ; walls not more than one-fourth of 


_ this portion, and several of the smaller ones to open upon the surface of 
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life, but probably owing more to the long-continued corroding irritation 
of an extensive ulcerating surface. He died on the 6th instant, at the 
age of 35. 

Sectio Cudaveris.—Lateral distortion. Left side prominent; right, 
fallen in, so as to produce a concavity on the external surface, extending 
from the clavicle to the cartilage of the tenth rib. Left shoulder elevated ; 
right, depressed by lateral curvature of the spine. Upon raising the 
sternum, the left lung was found to be considerably enlarged, and to 
occupy the whole of the left cavity of the thorax. It crepitated well, 
and exhibited no appearance of disease, except some old adhesions to 
the pleura costalis and pericardium. The heart was displaced, partially ; 
a part of the space usually occupied by this organ was filled by the left 
lung. It lay principally to the right of the spine, the pericardium ex- 
tending about an inch beyond the symphysis of the cartilages and true 
ribs upon the right side. This dislocation of the heart was relative in 
part, owing to the lateral curvature of the spine and sternum. Could it 
have been crowded aside, in any degree, by the expansion of the left 
lung? There was also organic disease of the heart; hypertrophy, with 
dilatation of the right ventricle ; parietes three-fourths of an inch in thick- 


aninch. Strong adhesion of pericardium in front to the sternum and 
right cartilages. The diaphragm, upon the right side, exhibited no ap- 
pearance of muscular structure. It was wholly disorganized, and reduced 
to a sort of fatty, indurated mass, about an inch in thickness, and crossed 
nearly at a right angle with the spine, just below the aperture in the side, 
which passed between the eighth and ninth ribs. The fistulous aperture 
was just large enough to admit a common-sized divider. It led to a sinus 
within the ribs, narrow at first, but growing broader as it ascended, till it 
opened into a large cavern with a suppurating surface, situated at the 
apex of the right cavity of the thorax. This cavern was of an obovate 
form, and contained about four ounces of thinnish purulent matter, and 
was of sufficient capacity to hold eight or ten ounces. 

There had been complete destruction of the inferior and middle lobes 
of the lung. The mediastinum was attached to the ribs about an inch 
back of the symphysis with the cartilages, and formed the anterior boun- 
dary of the cavern and sinus. It varied from half an inch to an inch in 
thickness—had no appearance of membranous tissue, but was a confused 
mass of semi-cartilaginous hardness, much resembling the diaphragm. 
At the point of entrance of the right bronchia into the lung was a small 
remnant of the superior lobe, about the size and thickness of the expanded 
palm of the hand. The bronchial tubes were found to ramify through 


the cavernous excavation. It presented no appearance of pulmonary 
structure, except from the bronchial tubes passing through it. All the 
cellular tissue had become solid and much indurated. ‘The pulmonary 
vessels communicating with this part were proportionally reduced in size. 
The function of respiration, therefore, must have been, for years, at least, 


= peel for the last fourteen or fifteen, performed entirely by the 
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FOREIGN BODIES IN THE LARYNX AND CESOPHAGUS. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Havying recently noticed in Johnson’s Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
for July, 1834, the report of a case in which the operation of broncho- 
tomy was performed for the removal of a foreign body, supposed to be 
in the larynx, I take the liberty to inclose to you an analogous case, 
which, from the difference in treatment, may throw some light on the 
pathology of such diseases. 

It appears in the Review, that the symptoms of suffocation were pro- 
duced by a piece of bone or gristle seeming to have stopped in the 
throat, in the act of deglutition. His sufferings were extreme ; continually 
very thirsty, but the effort of swallowing was so painful as to make him 
refrain from drinking. He was unable to turn his head to the left side, 
without great suffering ; voice nearly lost; breathing loud and sibulous ; 
face pale and livid, and lips purplish ; no innormal appearances about 
the fauces, either to the eye or touch. Pulse rapid, skin hot and dry. 

Supposing that some foreign bedy was impacted in the. larynx, the 
operation of tracheotomy was proposed, and after the lapse of some days, 
accordingly performed. It afforded, however, but little or no relief, ex- 
cept in the spasmodic paroxysms which were frequent, when the intro- 
duction of the tube would abate their violence, although at the same time 
a larged-sized bougie could be passed through the larynx and a probang 
down the asophagus. As no foreign body was ever discovered, they 
seein to have come to the conclusion that the latter symptoms were due 
to spasm of the muscles, kept up by inflammatory action in the larynx. 
This conclusion seems to be favored by the result of the following case. 

Mrs. C., zt. 44, while at breakfast on codfish and potatoes, suddenly 
felt the arrest of a sharp souid substance, which she recognized as a fish- 
bone. She repeated her attempts to swallow it, but in vain. Every 
effort produced extreme pain ; the fauces and larynx were immediately 
filled with thick, frothy mucus, obstructing respiration to a great extent. 

I saw her about twenty minutes after the supposed lodging of the bone, 
and found her unable to speak and to swallow ; breathing loud and shrill, 
with a continual spasm in the muscles of the neck. Immediately exam- 
ined the throat ; could see nothing, but at once passed a pair of long 
crane-bill forceps three inches into the esophagus, when she suddenly 
sprung upon her feet, and said, ‘¢‘ You have dislodged the bone, and 
whether it has passed into the stomach or not, I cannot say.” She 
drank some coffee, and was comparatively comfortable. 

About 3 o’clock, P. M. of the same day, I was again called ; found 
her in as great distress as in the morning, which supervened upon 
awaking from a short nap. She complained of pain about the neck, ra- 
diating from the point where she supposed the bone to have first lodged, 
and extending to the chest and to the temples. Her thirst was extreme, 
althongh at the same time her throat was filled with tough, glairy mucus. 
To swallow was impossible ; and an attempt to speak produced the most 
extreme torture. Every symptom was present which usually attends 
the presence of a foreign body in the throat. I therefore immediately 
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the protang, but with great suffering to the patient, and not fol- 
lowed by the least relief. There was no obstruction to the free passage 
of the instrument, save the spasms, which were frequent, powerful and 
long continued. 

Supposing the difficulty to be merely spasmodic, produced not by the 
presence of a bone, but by the inflammation, the appropriate result of the 
presence of a foreign body in the first instance, and availing myself of 
the laws of sympathy, I immediately made powerful counter-irritation on 
the spine of the neck, by the application of cups and the moxa. No 
sooner were the cups applied, than she felt herself much relieved ; and 
before the operation was through, she could swallow and converse with 
comparative ease. A blister was applied to the anterior part of the neck, 
and 15 gtts. landanum administered. She continued the laudanum to 
produce rest, for a number of days ; and the cups, moxa and blister kept 
up counter-irritation for about a week, when she had almost entirely re- 
covered. At the expiration of two weeks she was quite well. 

In these cases there are certainly two points worthy of remark : first, 
the strict analogy of phenomena attending in inflammation in some parts 
of the throat, and those produced by the presence of some irritating 
foreign body ; secondly, the great importance to physicians and surgeons 
of a knowledge of the principles of metastasis, and the powerful incen- 
tives to a further examination inio the great doctrine in Anthropology, 
the doctrine of sympathy. IT have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, WiitiamM GROSVENOR. 

Killingly, Ct. Dec. 26, 1834. 


PATENT MEDICINES. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Among all the offices which the philanthropist and patriot are called 
upon to execute, perhaps none are more important than those which per- 
tain to the health of the community. ‘Phat there are many obstacles and 
impediments thrown in the way (of each munificent benefactor of man- 
kind, who may attempt to institute and perpetuate this blessing) by selfish — 
and unprincipled speculators, [think that no judicious and impartial spec- 
tator will deny. And among these obstacles, Patent Medicines undoubt- 
edly stands pre-eminent. Compounded, as they frequently are, by those 
who have little or no knowledge of the medicinal properties of the con- 
stituent articles of their composition, especially of what new ones may 
be formed by their chemical union, they are sent forth apon the com- 
munity, like wild-fire upon the mountain, fanned by the puffs of empi- 
rics, and I had almost said by the quill of the physician ; while its fumes, 
like the fumes of the funeral pile, bear aloof a sacrifice of human vic- 
tims. But let us lay aside the impulse of the moment, and view the 
weet ina more philosophical light. 

e all believe, in order to give a patient anything like a rational treat- 
ment, a good diagnosis must be first formed ; not only as to its nosologi- 
cal appellation, but as to its peculiar character, or in other words Its 
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specific difference from many other cases of the same nosological deno- 
mination, for the very good reason that such a selection of medical 
agents may be made as shall be best suited to that particular case ; while 
another case of the same appellation might require a very different pre- 
scription. We also believe that diseases change in their character by 
stage or by aecidental causes, requiring a corresponding change in pre- 
scription in order to fulfil the existing indications. We believe that 
forming a good diagnosis in all cases is no insignificant task, requiring, as 
indispensable, a thorough knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and medical 
erudition generally, together with a long course of experience. And we 
consider the physician who has become an adept in that department, to 
have attained one of the highest points of medical excellence ; and that 
it requires quite as much medical lore, and more originality in the affair 
of discrimination, than to make a good prescription after a good diagnosis 
is formed. 

In what consists the practice embracing diagnosis and prescription 
with patent medicines, in this era of science and literature, and in this 
enlightened land ? Why, an inmate of some private family falls sick ; a 
brother, sister, or some other of the family, who may have charge of the 
family health, sits down to form a diagnosis. After the diagnosis is 
formed, perhaps she takes a newspaper and runs over the advertisements 
and certificates of patent medicines. She makes her selection, and she 
can hardly do amiss, for each is represented as a sure remedy for almost 
*¢ all the ills that flesh is heir to.” Perhaps the case is acute inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, with cough and difficult breathing. She will probably 
stimulate them with the Pulmonary Balsam, or administer opium without 
evacuation in the form of Anderson’s Cough Drops. If there should be 
‘cough from chronic derangement of the liver or spleen, worms in the 
prima vie, elongation of the uvula, or repelled eruptions, the same pre- 
scription will apply. Or perhaps there will be inflammation of the kidney 
or bowels ; then perhaps a preparation of iron in the form of the hygeian 
pill will be the prescription. But if the patient should fast sink, and she 
should almost despair of success, Moore’s Essence of Life would pro- 
bably be the last resort. 

The talent at diagnosis among our non-professional brethren can be 
somewhat computed by their description of a case, and the nosological 
appellation they will give it, when they arrive at a physician’s house re- 
questing his attendance. When the physician arrives at his patient’s 
bedside, he very frequently finds that his brother has mistaken the case, 
and instead of a colic, perhaps he finds peritoneal, renal, or cystic in- 
flammation. Well, then, suppose for a moment that patent medicines are 
all that they pretend to be, viz. specifics in all the diseases enumerated in 
their advertisements ; it would be very unsafe to trust the administration — 
of them to those who could not form a good diagnosis, for the advertise- 
ments do not specify but that they may do infinite mischief if given in 
other diseases. But every physician must perceive almost instinctively, 
that the whole system is fraught with danger and hazard of human life. 

Ist. By exposing its votaries to taking medicinal agents which may 
act in accordance with, and increase the diseased action already existing 
in the system, and rendering disease fatal or incurable. 
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9nd. By the delay it may occasion in sending for proper counsel, and 
the disease become incurable by neglect. 

3rd. By the counterfeits which are continually issued immediately on 
any patent medicine becoming saleable, composed of, the maker cares 
not what (for we need not suppose him to be a philanthropist), if it re- 
sembles in taste, odor, and appearance, that which he is counterfeiting ; 
and hence he may administer lead, arsenic, or any substance, in any 
qnantity, as may best subserve his villainous purposes. | 

Is not a medicine empirically used, if prescribed and. used without a 
knowledge even of the name of its constituent ingredients ; and if its con- 
stituents could be known to the one who administers or prescribes it, he 
would know nothing of their medicinal properties, or the actions which 
they would institute or depress ? And, furthermore, if he have no know- 
ledge of the nature of disease, whether it consists in an action, or sub- 
stance, and he were permitted to enter a sick chamber, form his diagno- 
sis, and call for this or that patent medicine, would it not be empiricism ? 
If so, the syllogism may run thus : 

I. All who, without a knowledge of disease, or the medicinal proper- 
ties of the articles which they select and exhibit, form a diagnosis on the 
examination of a patient, and select and prescribe medicine, whether 
patent or not, practise empiricism. | 

Il. Empiricism is quackery. | 

III. Therefore all who, without a knowledge of disease or the medi- 
cinal properties which they select .and exhibit, form a diagnosis on the 
examination of a patient, and select and prescribe medicine, whether 
patent or not, practise quackery. 

I consider the use of patent medicines, as they are now used, to be 
no less a personage than Quackery himself, in his worst form, unmasked, 
walking in open day, clad in his most ‘hideous habiliments. For the 
professed quack sees patients frequently, and by observation acquires 
some knowledge of disease, and by experience learns something of the 
action of the articles which he employs, and he will be less apt to be 
imposed upon by counterfeit articles of medicine. But the families who 
use patent medicines put themselves at the mercy of every knave, with- 
out that ability to form a tolerable diagnosis which the quack possesses. 

ho are the guardians of the public health ? Who best know the dan- 
gers of quackery ? To whom will the people most readily gre the list- 
ening ear when addressed on the subject of the public health? If to phy- 
Sicians, is the reply, then does it not devolve upon them in a peculiar 
manner to use untiring, united efforts to defend the people from this 
scourge of the land? A work of this description, if effected at all, 
must evidently be accomplished by concert ; for single-handed effort may 
In vain atlempt to exterminate so extensive an evil. 

_Query.—May it not be advisable for County and State medical soci- 
eties to take the subject into consideration in their corporate capacities, 
and devise some means whereby the votaries of patent medicines may be 
emancipated from this delusion of the understanding. May it not be 
advisable for such societies to appoint suitable persons to make comimu- 
nications to the common gazettes, having the expense of publication de- 
rayed by contributions, or otherwise, by the societies ; the object of 
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which communications should be to inform the public mind on this sub- 
ject, by addressing the understanding in an argumentative manner, show- 
ing the absurdity of this mode of treating disease. Perhaps this might 
be an inducement, and some compensation, to editors, to exclude par- 
tially, or wholly, quack advertisements from their columns, as they would 
not very well comport with the proposed publications. Societies act in 
a corporate capacity, and devise ways, and appropriate money to procure 
efficient means to rightly inform the understanding of the Hindoo, that 
they may thereby be deterred from throwing themselves beneath the 
crushing wheels of their idol. Why should we not be equally vigilant in 
extending and exercising the same munificence to those of our own 


country, who are suffering under an infatuation not less wild or blind. 
December, 1834. J. H. 


REMARKS ON SOMNAMBULISM, ETC. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medica) and Surgical Journal.) 


Tue subscriber wishes to give public thanks—in behalf of himself, and, 
also, in all probability, in behalf of many of that talented and religiously 
inclined sect, or class of persons, who are called phrenologists or an- 
thropologists—to Drs. Belden, Barnard and Colby, for their invaluable 
essays on Somnambulism. He likewise wishes to inquire of them, or 
others, how far distant a ‘‘ nervous halo or vital atmosphere ”’ can extend 
around a vital and diseased human being. Dr. Colby truly says, in my 
deliberate opinion, that a ‘‘ nervous halo or atmosphere gave Mrs. Cass 
intelligence of everything around her, within the range of ordinary vi- 
sion.”” Did the sentient halo, or morbid evaporation, extend one inch, 
or more, from her body ? Would not an artificial skin, or plaster band- 
age, applied closely to the whole natural skin, if made of silk, saturated 
with beeswax, keep the electro-sentient halitus within the organization, 
in such patients as Miss Rider and Mrs. Cass, and thereby ‘cure or bene- 
fitthem? Or is the suggestion ludicrous? Those substances, alluded 
to, are known to be electrics, or non-conductors of electricity. Does 
not a metastasis of our vital elements, or highly nimble sentient steam, in 
many cases of hypochondriasis, hysteria, mania, monomania, and in per- 
sons who perceive visions, ghosts, apparitions or hobgoblins, occasion 
false and very ludicrous sensations within the -vital brain, or within parts 
of it, giving us false self-consciousness and false belief as a consequence. 
If the very nimble sentient halitus, and also the less nimble co-existent 
nervous organs of sensation, be both of them, at the same instant, in a 
deranged or diseased condition, then these vital organs, or parts, may 
convey false intelligence to the vital brain, and also occasion a false or 
mistaken belief ; and the person so diseased, in mind,.may not have self- 
consciousness of such a fact. 

To lessen the ludicrousness of my suggestions to some readers, they 
are reminded, that when improper gyration is put in practice among 
children, the electro-nervous halitus is soon so much expended, by the 
erectile condition of the retina of the eyes and other sensitive nervous 
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tissues, that the muscles have not enough left, at such times, to keep the 
body erect, and the person falls. ‘The same kind of play, or exercise, 
if persevered in, would occasion what has been fanatically called one sort 
of ‘¢divination,’? and even death, by an exhaustion of the whole of the 
electro-vital sentient spirit, or our very fine vital elements. For swift 
gyration, or great concussion, are known to occasion death, by a sudden 
dissipation ef our fine vital elements or otherwise. Vegetation, like the 
substantial oak tree, is often instantly killed, by concussion, from a stroke 
of lightning. 

It may be proper to give an explanation of what is meant by vital 
elements, or sentient steam, as used above. These fine elements are, 
1. Caloric. 2. Light. 3. Oxygen. 4. Electricity. 5. Vital, or fine 
part of the blood, or, to be more accurate, fine part of the nervous 
juice? in animals, and of vital sap in vegetation. Next to none of 
these very fine elements exist in us, when dead, or in dead animals or 
vegetables. These elements are kept in action by atmospheric pres- 


sure. Exisua Nortn, M.D. 
New London (Ct.), Dec. 1834. 


ADHESION OF THE LABIA PUDENDI. . 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—A correspondent of yours, in the 19th No. of the Journal, after 
mentioning a case of Adhesion of the Labia Pudendi in which he had 
recently been called to operate, inquires whether it is not rare to meet 
with cases of the kind in children. I would observe, that in a practice 
of sixteen years I have met with but two cases of the kind ; one ina 
child three years old, the other fifteen months. In the first case the ad- 
hesion was firm and thick, like the case of your correspondent ; in the 
second thin, and though the adhesion was perfect, the line of division 
could be distinctly traced. The division in both cases was effected with 
a probe-pointed bistoury at a single stroke, though I think the scissors 
would be preferable. Yours, &c. V. Hotcomse. 
Granville, Dec. 1834. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JANUARY 6, 1835. 


DEFECTIVE TEETH. 


Tue sudden changes of weather, of late, beside producing a variety of 
acute inflammatory affections, have also created an unusual amount of 
suffering among that unfortunate class of people who have defective teeth. 

vivid recollection of the agonies we have experienced, arising in part 
from ulcerations, even when but a small part of the enamel of the diseased ~ 
tooth has been destro ed, leads us to inquire of our numerous correspon- 
dents, whether there is not some better method of treatment than is gene- 
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rally pursued in relation to these useful and important organs. It is cer- 
tainly melancholy to survey the havoc which has been made by the tooth 
instrument. There is something wrong on the part of those physicians 
and dentists, who encourage patients to submit to the immediate extrac- 
tion of a tocth which becomes painful in consequence of an incipient 
caries. Because the operation affords the most permanent, or at least 
the speediest relief, the popular impression seems to be in favor of it, 
Influenced by the common notion that there is no other remedy—no pos- 
sible means of saving an aching tooth—thousands of people in the very 
meridian of life are made so very toothless as to be scarcely able to mas- 
ticate their food ; and they furthermore labor under another grievance of 
vast importance—the inability of articulating language. Those who have 
never been prostrated by that most agonizing of all pains—the toothache 
—nor submitted to the horrible gripe of a dental key, which, in the hands 
even of an expert performer, is quite as intolerable for the time being as 
the amputation of a limb, can feel no sympathies for those who are the 
subjects of those jaw-fracturing tortures, 

The filling of cavities with gold, foil, &c. which has been a long time 
in use, was an important discovery ; but here the practice rests. Teeth 
are saved many years, which otherwise would necessarily, by common 
consent, be extracted. If by any circumstance, however, the pits or 
broken surfaces are not well calculated, mechanically, for retaining the 
filling, the effort to save the tooth is abortive, unless farther excavations 
are made with reference to this object. But in that case, the very plan 
resorted to, to retain, actually destroys more of the already physically 
weakened body of the tooth. 

A question arises—Is there not some method of walling up the broken 
tooth, with a substance possessing the same chemical properties, which 
shall harden, and thus not only intercept the tendency to further decay, 
and defend the nervous pulp from the influence of the air, but in reality 
restore it to usefulness ? In Germany, it is said that such a preparation 
is known ; and we distinctly remember that a premium of one hundred 
guineas was offered by a society in London, within a few years, fora 
discovery of the method of preparing it. 

Dentists in the United States have no rivals in the manufacture of por- 
celainteeth. On the closest inspection it is sometimes extremely difficult 
to ascertain whether they are artificial or not. .The same ingenuity 
which has produced such beautiful specimens of workmanship, applied in 
pursuit of a cement, for the purpose suggested in these remarks, would 
redound to their own personal’ advantage, beyond all other pecuniary ad- 
vantages arising from their professional services ; and further, would 
confer a blessing, of inestimable value, on the people of this country. 

We also invite the attention of chemists to the consideration of this 
subject, believing that a series of experiments might be easily instituted, 
which would soon satisfy them of the feasibility of producing a preparation 
like the one adverted to. 

Any papers for this Journal, relating to the diseases of the teeth, and 
particularly such as propose a plan for their preservation, after they have 
once become painful, short of extraction, will very much oblige the 
profession. | 
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To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal’. 


Sin,—Why do you allow the public journals to copy articles and make 
extracts ad libitum from your very useful medical periodical, without giv- 
ing you any other credit than is implied by the general terms of ‘“ Med. 
Journ.”, or more fully “ Medical Journal’? ; when common courtesy, if 
not justice, would demand the insertion of your title in full, or at least of 
that part of the caption designating your “ local habitation ” ? 

Yours truly, SELKIRK. 


Answer.—We cannot control the doings of editors of papers, who 
no doubt intend to give us ample credit for whatever they may consider 
of sufficient importance for general circulation. If, however, they were 
particular, in every instance, in making extracts from our pages, to say 
from the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, it would be more satisfactory 
to those interested in its character, and of more utility to the publisher. 
On this account, our exchange neighbors will greatly oblige by giving 
the name of our hebdomadal, to distinguish it from other similar periodicals. 


ON THE RELATIONS OF THE CRANIUM TO THE ORGAN OF 
HEARING. 


Proressor Moson, of Geneva, has lately suggested some novel and very 
interesting speculations upon this subject. Hitherto we have been led 
to view the cranium only as a safe recipient of the cerebral mass and of 
its appendages ; but M. M. ingeniously supposes that it serves at the _ 
same time as an harmonic case, or drum, to the auditory organs. 

The post-mortem examination of Dr. Bennati, first suggested to M. M. 
the following speculations, and they arose from his observing that the 
bones of the cranium were much thinner than usual, translucent at many 
points, and soldered together along the line of the sutures. A similar 
condition of the cranial bones has subsequently been found by him in the 
body of another celebrated musician. 

This coincidence of cranial attenuation, and musical endowments, led 
M. Mojon to consider whether it was possible that the one might be re- 
lated to the other as cause and effect ; and he has been induced by nu- 
merous observations to infer that the cranium is by no means quite passive 
in the perception of sounds ; that differences in the thickness of its walls 
may have very considerable influence in determining the degree of 
acuteness of the faculty, and therefore that it may be regarded as a sort 
of harmonic case which communicates its vibrations to the organs of 
hearing. In confirmation of these views, our author alludes to the cases 
of deaf people, who often can perceive very distinctly the sounds of a 
plano or organ, by applying one extremity of an iron rod to their fore- 
head and the other to the instrument ; and who may be made to hear 
what is said to them if only the voice is directed by a speaking trumpet 
upon some part of the forehead. Comparative anatomy shows that in a 
number of animals the transmission of sounds to the organ of hearing is 
assisted by numerous large sinuses, hollowed out in the bones of the cra- 
nium. And it seems by no means improbable that the musical endow- 
ments of the feathered tribes may be in some degree modified or influ- 
enced by the very attenuated condition of their cranial bones, and by the 
existence of the elastic lamelle, which are found between their supernu~ 
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merary cavities, as well as the passages of canals which extend into the 
labyrinth. 

The only practical deduction from the preceding views, regards the 
assistance which may possibly be derived from attention to them in our 
diagnostic of deafness, when we wish to discover whether it is owing toa 
palsied state of the auditory nerves themselves, or merely to some defect 
or injury of the adjunct members of the auditory apparatus. 

Condensed from the Journal Hebdomadaire. 


HISTORICAL NOTICE OF THE MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE 
COLLEGE, CONNECTICUT. 


Tue Medical Institution of Yale College was organized in the year 1810, 

and the first course of Lectures was delivered in the winter of 1813— 

1814. By astatute of the State of Connecticut, the professors are ap- 

pointed from a nomination previously made by a committee consisting of 

an equal number of persons chosen for this purpose, by the corporation of 

Ps College, and by the president and fellows of the Connecticut Medical 
ociety. 

The institution was organized by the following appointments : AXneas 
Munson, M.D. Professor of Materia Medica and Botany ; Nathan Smith, 
M.D. Professor of Medicine and Surgery ; Benjamin Silliman, M.D. 
Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy ; Eli Ives, M.D. Adjunct Profes- 
sor of Materia Medica and Botany ; Jonathan Knight, M.D. Professor 
of Anatomy and Physiology. 

On the decease of Dr. Smith, in 1829, the following alterations were 
made. Dr. Ives was transferred to the professorship of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine ; Thomas Hubbard, M.D. was appointed Professor 
of Surgery ; and William Tully, M.D. Professor of Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics. Inthe year 1831, Timothy P. Beers, M.D. was chosen 
Professor of Obstetrics. 

In the year 1814, a large building was purchased for the use of the 
Institution, with funds granted by the Legislature of the State. At the 
same time a library was procured, to which additions have been constantly 
made. An anatomical museum has been gradually formed, which com- 
prises a collection of dry and wet preparations ; models, on an enlarged 
scale, to exhibit the internal structure of the ear, and other minute parts ; 
and apparatus for obstetrical demonstrations, etc. The collection of dry 
preparations is considered to be more complete than that in most other 
institutions of a similar character in this country. It is however little 
used in the regular anatomical course to medical students, being const- 
dered as a very imperfect substitute for the recent subject, which is 
almost exclusively relied on. 

A brief course of anatomical lectures is given, in the summer season, 
to the undergraduates in the academical department, and to others who 
may choose to attend, during which, the dry preparations, and parttcu- 
larly an apparatus called a manikin, are used for the demonstrations. ‘The 
manikin is a perfect and ingenious piece of mechanism, constructed by 
Auzoux of Paris, representing a male figure of the full size, its parts s0 
arranged that the integuments, muscles, nerves, bloodvessels, viscera, 
and other parts, may be removed in separate pieces, and exhibit each of 
these beneath, in regular and natural succession. The apparatus of the 
chemical laboratory is believed to be equal, and the cabinet of minerals 
superior, to that of any other institution in the country. 
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The annual course of lectures commences at the expiration of twelve 
weeks from the third Wednesday of August, which will usually be the 
second Thursday of November, and continues sixteen weeks. There are 
at least five lectures daily throughout the term, and a part of the time, 
six. The several courses in all the departments are as full and complete 
as the time will permit, and the means of instruction ample. 


THE MORAL REFORMER. 


“ House I live in,” of an elementary anatomical character, ten copies of 
which ought to be circulated where one now is, has given the public the 
first No. of a monthly. periodical with the title of “‘ The Moral Reformer 
and Teacher on the Human Constitution.””> We know Dr. A., and feel a 
personal respect for the man, whose whole life has been devoted to the 
best interests of his fellow creatures. The specimen of this work will 
be well received by all people of intelligence, because the subjects upon 
which it treats are of intrinsic value in a physical as well as moral view. 
If succeeding numbers possess the same sterling properties, it will have 
our best wishes and hearty co-operation. 


The Itch an Animal.—Some very singular and curious investigations 
have heen made in Paris, to determine the fact whether this disease of 
the skin is actually caused by the presence of a minute animal, or not. 
A few months ago it was settled, most satisfactorily to the medical savans, 
that an organized being did burrow in the dermoid textures—and to satisfy 
a sceptical world, one of them was magnified, and an engraving made, 
showing most clearly the presence of a dreadful monster, covered with 
hairs, tentacule, horns and other annoying appendages, too numerous to 
mention. Just asthe whole business, however, was most satisfactorily 
completed, it was further discovered that by some strange combination of 
circumstances, not easily explained by a genuine lamp-light philosopher, 
the said mite belonged to a cheese, instead of an itch vesicle on the 
human body. So a most beautifully constructed theory, together with lots 
of physiological doctrine, entirely new to mankind, have been unceremo- 
niously and absolutely capsized. 


Cashiered Surgeons.—A Naval Court Martial was held on board the 
U.S. frigate Java, at Norfolk, the 11th of August last—and with its 
other doings, which have been approved by. the President, are the an- 
nexed cashierings. 

Surgeon John S. Wily was tried upon charges of insubordination and 


respect and contempt to his superiors ; found guilty under each and every 
charge, and sentenced to be cashiered. Approved 15th October. 
Assistant Surgeon Euclid Borland, late of the St. Louis, was tried upon 
a charge of disrespectful and contemptuous conduct towards his com- 
mander ; upon three additional charges of disrespect and contempt, mu- 
tinous conduct, disobedience of orders and scandalous conduct ; and upon 
two further additional charges of neglect of duty and disobedience of 
orders, and disrespectfnl and contemptuous conduct ; found guilty, and 
Sentenced to be cashiered. Approved 15th October. 
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- Naval Hospitals.—The Secretary of the Navy estimates the expense of 
completing the new and repairing old naval hospitals, the ensuing year, 
to be $25,200 00. To complete the hospital at Chelsea, near Boston, 
and at New York and Pensacola, and to build the necessary out-houses 
and appendages to enclose them, $20,700 00. 

To repair the hospital near Norfolk, and its dependencies and enclo- 
sures, 1,000 00. 

To repair the enclosures and graduating the ground about the Naval 
Asylum, near Philadelphia, $3,500 00. 


National Institution of Health.—Another infallible London medicine, 
termed Enouy’s Pills, purporting to be sanctioned by an institution with 
the foregoing name, which only exists, probably, in the fertile imagination 
of those who buy the greatest number of packages, bids fair to rival the 
hygeian drugs in popularity—or at least to divide the market. Agencies 
are beginning to be established in this country ; and that no one may 
suffer for the want of this wonderful medicinal preparation, the philan- 
thropic discoverer affords them at the low price of 25 cents a box! Isit 


possible the people of the United States can be duped in this way by 
unprincipled foreign adventurers ? 


Sir Astley Cooper.s-This great surgeon has recently been making a 
visit to Paris, where he received so many civilities, that the jealousy of 
his cotemporaries at home was much excited thereat, and various un- 
courtly speeches were made. Sir Astley, M. Dieffenbach, Prof. Reg- 
noli, of Pisa, and several other foreign medical gentlemen of distinction, 
called on M. Amussat, who explained the ideas which he entertains on 
the retention of urine, stricture and diseases of the prostate gland. He 


also demonstrated various instruments which he has devised for curing 
these affections. 


Smallpox in Europe.—From various remarks in the journals, it is ap- 
parent that smallpox is very prevalent in various parts of Europe. At 
Dover, in England, particularly, the report of a practitioner says—“ the 
smallpox has made great havoc in this town for some months, and many 
fresh cases have presented themselves during the past week.” It is 


almost wholly by importation, that this dreadful scourge shows itself in 
this country. 


_ A Man with Horns.—Dr. Pocock, of Darlington, Eng. has been pub- 
lishing what he terms practical hints on the treatment of several diseases, in 
which is found the following relation. “A shoemaker, about 50, applied 
to me for relief from a complaint which he called horns—which were ex- 
crescences, very nearly resembling cockspurs, adhering to the skin in all 
the muscular parts of the body, and only in these parts. They were all 
erect and completely embedded in the skin by the broadest end ; the 
base had a fleshy, cartilaginous feel, which run up to a sharp bony point, . 
resembling nothing so closely as the spur of acock. They were mostly 
an inch in length, and some of them exceeded it.” As soon as the pa- 


tient’s mouth began to be affected by a combination of hydrar. et anim. 
combined, the horns all dropped off. 
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Professional.—Pensacola, during the last fall, was visited by a fatal 
epidemic—and strange to say, the. city was. without a single physician ! 
Dr. McLeod, surgeon of the U. S. ship Grampus, however, happened to 
be in port; and altnough indisposed himself, generously offered his ser 
vices gratuitously to all persons without distinction. In return for this 
noble act of humanity, the citizens of Pensacola held a meeting on the 
5th ult., and formally returned their thanks to Dr. McLeod, and presented 
him with a set of surgical instruments. 


Salivation by Sarsaparilla.—A traveller on the Columbia river, says 
that the fresh sarsaparilla produced a salivation in several of his party 
who used it. It would be worth the trouble for some of our country cor- 
respondents who can procure it in great abundance, to make the experi- 
ment. ‘There is a common notion that it is anti-mercurial, abhorring that 
mineral, and therefore sometimes prescribed by aseventh son of a seventh 
son, to drive it out of the system. 


Lithotomy performed on a small Boy.—Mr. Earle, the surgeon, on the 
ist of October last, operated for the stone, on a boy only six years old, 
who, it seems, bore the operation exceedingly well. The surgeon had 
no doubt, from the size of the calculus, that it had been forming from 
birth, Oct. 17th the urine passed freely both through the wound in the 
perineum and by the urethra; he was free from pain and apparently 
doing well. 


Munificence.—Since our last Journal was published, the Eye and Ear 
Infirmary has received another splendid donation of one thousand dollars, 
from Samuel Appleton, Esq. of this city. Great hope is entertained that 
a hospital will soon be provided for the patients of this excellent institution. 


Mediate Auscultation.—A fourth edition of M. Laennec’s Treatise on 
Diseases of the Chest, &c. has appeared in London, translated by John 
Forbes, M.D. 


Sycosis Menti.—The practice of being shaved with a razor recently 
from another man’s face, has sometimes been productive of great evil. 
An eruption of the face has been extensively propagated in this way in 
Europe and America. In winter, the inflammation and tuberculous con- 
dition of the chin and lips are intolerable. 


United States Army Hospitals.—Forty-four thousand, four hundred and 
eighty-one dollars and eighty-one cents were expended for those indis- 
pensable institutions the last fiscal year. 


Mortality of Boston in 1834.—There were fifteen hundred and fifty-four 
deaths, only, in Boston in 1834, which shows it to be decidedly one of the 
most healthful cities in the world. 


Mortality of the Irish in Boston.—Two hundred and eighty three Irish 
men, women and children, died in the city of Boston, in 1834. 


Vaccination of the Indians.—The government paid the last year four 
thousand six hundred and seventeen dollars for vaccinating Indians. 
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Diev—At Independence, Indiana, Dec. 2d, William F'. Brooks, M.D. aged 27, 
formerly of Boston.—Lost, by the sinking of the schooner Tarborough, Dr. John 
Hall, surgeon of the artillery corps at St. Vincent.—ln Richmond, Va. Dr. James 
C. Harrison, of Southampton.—At Shepherdstown, Va. Dr. John Briscoe, in his 
46th year.—At Madeira, Oct. 23d, William Henderson, M.D.—In London, John 


Riding, aged 38, an eminent veterinary surgeon.—At St. Augustine, Dec. 1 
Dr. T. Ackerman, of Berlin, N. J. ws 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Jan. 3,33. Males, 2]—Females, 12. 

Of consumption, 6—infantile, 4—palsy, 1—lung fever, 1—croup, 2—inflammation of the bowels, 3 
—fits, 2—accidental, 2—rupture of the brain, 1—scrofula, 1—canker, 1—old age, 3—typhous fever, 1 
—rickets, 1—inflammatory fever, 1—drowned, 1—sudden, 1—apoplexy, 1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PHILOSOPHICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

BROWN & PEIRCE, No. 87 Washington Street, up stairs (at sign of Books and eo ptpee » are 
constantly manufacturing and Keep fur sale, PHLLOSOPHICAL APPARATUS, in all its varieties, 
embracing Astronomical, Pneumatic, Hydrostatic, Optical, Electrical, ical, Mechanics, &c. &c. 
Warranted of the best materials and superior workmanship. The importance of illustrations, in studying 
the sciences, is conceded by professional gentlemen at the present day. 

Private individuals, colleges, academies and schools, furnished with all the above promptly, and at 
reasonable rates. Orders are solicited. 

Boston, January, 1835. (Jan. 6—tf.) 


SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, AT WOODSTOCK, VERMONT. 
CONNECTED WITH MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 
THE annual Course of Lectures at this Institution will commence on the second Thursday (12th day) 


ef March next, and continue thirteen weeks. 


Theory and Practice of Medicine, by H. H. Cu1Lps, M.D. 

Chemistry and Natural History, by Joun D’Wo ure, Jr. A.M. 

Anatomy, Physiology and Surgery, by W. Parker, M.D. 
“Obstetrics and Materia Medica, by Davip Parmer, M.D. 

Legal Medicine, by W. P. Russe.i, M.D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, B. R. Patmer, M.D. 


The usual number of Lectures will be jive, daily—besides the Demonstrations on Anatomy, and 
occasional evening examinations. 

Fees for the Course—845. Graduation—$18. For those who have attended two courses, but do not 
graduate— $10. All the above expenses to be paid in advance, or secured by note, with a satisfactory 
endorser, to Davip Pierce, Esq. Treasurer of the Institution. Board is usually furnished at from 
$1,50 to $2,00 per week, including room, wood, lights, and washing. 

Students are requested to come provided with two or more standard works on each of the above 
designated branches of study. 

Degrees will be conferred at the close of the Lecture term by the President of Middlebury College ; 
a permanent connection for that purpose having been formed by an act of the College Corporation, 
bearing date Aug. 21, 1834. 

Examinations will be conducted by the Medical Faculty, in the presence of a delegation from the 
College. Requisites to an examination are, that the student produce satisfactory testimonials of 
moral character, and of his having studied three years with a regular practitioner ; that he shail have 
attended two Courses of public Lectures, one of which must have been at this Institution ; and that 
be shall have attained the age of 21 years. For particulars relating to private instruction, students 
are referred to the annual catalogues of the School. 

By order of the Board of Trustees, E. HUTCHINSON, Secretary. 

Woodstock, October 1, 1834. (Dec, 31—3w.) 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 

THE MEDICAL LECTURES at BOWDOIN COLLEGE will commence on Monpay, the 16th 
day of February, 1835. , 

Anatomy and Surgery, by Reusen D. Musser, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by Henry H. Cuitvs, M.D. 

Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by James McKeen, M.D. 

Chemistry and Materia Medica, by Parker CLeave.anp, M.D. 

The Anatomicat Caninet and the Lisrary are annually increasing. 

Every person becoming a member of this Institution, is required previously to present satisfactory 
evidence that he possesses a good moral character. 

The amount of fees for admission to all the Lectures is $50. Graduating fee, including diploma, 
$10. The Lectures continue three months. 

Degrees are conferred at the close of the Lecture term in May, and at the following Commencement 
of the College in September. 

Boarding may be obtained in the Commons Hall at a very reasonable price. 

Brunswick, Nov. 1834. (.Vov. 26—eop4t.) P, CLEAVELAND, Secretary. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by D. 
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom al! communications must 
be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the Ist of every month, each Part 
containing the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched, in a cover.—Price $3,00 a year in 
advance, $3,50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Every seventh copy gratis. 
— Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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